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Through My Window  

 
ñO Give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good and His loving kindness endures 

foreverò (Psalm 107:1). 

 

God calls us to be a thankful people  as the Holy Spirit inspired 

the Apostle Paul to write, ñGive thanks in all circumstancesò (I 

Thessalonians 5:18). To give thanks in all circumstances is 

easier said than done. We are called to give thanks to the Lord in the best of times, the 

worst of times and the in-between times of our lives.  One would think that giving 

thanks in the ñbest of timesò is very easy when everything seems to be going well and 

one has it ñmade in the shade.ò But Jesus warned that in times of plenty the human heart 

can become very ungrateful. He tells of a man who built ñbigger barnsò to hoard his 

wealth rather than using it for Godôs love and glory by sharing it.  Having earthly wealth 

is challenging and one needs to sincerely pray for wisdom to use times of prosperity for 

Godôs work on earth while still on this side of eternity. 
What about the worst of times?  Itôs when we see dark storm clouds gather on the hori-

zon and the waves threaten all that we stand for that God is most pleased with a word of 

ñthanks.ò It is these worst of times where faith can claim the promise in Romans 8:28 

that ñGod will work everything in our lives for good according to Godôs love and call.ò  

We can thank God because it is a time we realize our great need for the Lord and our 

fellow brothers and sisters in Christ. More importantly, we realize how deep the love of 

God really is during these times and God gives us hope. 
What about all the in-between times in life when everything just goes along as ex-

pected? Itôs so easy to give thanks when you are eating your Thanksgiving dinner with 

pie and whipped cream, but you need to daily take time and thank God for all of His 

gifts.   The in-between times are the times when we need to call on Godôs Name and ask 

His help to really live for JESUS in this world and to give thanks always in the best of 

times and the worst of times and for our daily life in Christ.  It is a time where we can 

love our church as imperfect as we all are and look to the perfect  Savior, the Christ, the 

Alpha and the Omega, the Living One, the One who was dead but is alive and is coming 

soon. We pray: ñCome Lord Jesus. Come again soon and be in the midst of our best 

times, worst times and in our in-between times.  For this we give you our most hearty 

and everlasting thanks. Amen.ò 
One way to give thanks is to come to the Thanksgiving Service on November 23rd at 

Holy Cross at 7:00 PM and of course our usual Sunday worship schedule with two wor-

ship opportunities; an organ led service at 8:30 and a band led service at 10:45. 

A blessed Thanksgiving Season to you from my house to yours. 
  ñO Give thanks unto the Lord for He is good and His merciful love endures for-

everò (Psalm 107:1) 

 

Pastor Scott 
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òI will praise the name of God with song; I will magnify Him with thanksgiving.ó  

Psalm 69:30 

 
We give thanks and praise to our Lord for our faithful servants!   So many people work in their own special way, 

using their God-given gifts to serve our Lord and His church, proclaiming His love to others through the Gospel of 

Jesus.  We especially magnify Him with thanksgiving this month!  

 
A special thank you to all who helped clean the sanctuary the day after the construction/ electrical work was done 

on October 5, 6 & 7.  The sanctuary was covered in concrete-cutting dust--every square inch of any exposed sur-

face.  We also thank all who worked so hard at our semi-annual church clean-up day  Saturday October 22-- all 

buildingsô windows , polish-thirsty pews, stained chair seats , carpets, floors, kitchen drawers, stove and counters, 

church grounds are clean again. The repairs have begun in earnest and continue as we speak.  

 
We hope everyone had a good time at the ñTrunk or Treatò fellowship event on Sunday Oct 30.  It was a fun way 

to share the love of Jesus with our church family, the community and families of our Childrenôs Center. Thanks to 

all who helped put this together. 

 
Looking forward this month to our annual congregational Thanksgiving dinner in our Celebration Center on Sun-

day, November 20.  Watch for the sign-up board to help plan for food.   If you plan to attend, please let us know 

how many are coming so we set up enough chairs and tables.  This is a wonderful time for our church family to 

come together in praise to God for all His blessings--hope you can join us! 

 

We are starting the planning of a fantastic workshop/ retreat for everyone the weekend of February 24, 25, 

and 25 here at Holy Cross. We especially want to include everyone for the Saturday February 25 workshop.  
Watch for more info in your December Messenger, bulletins and a special letter going out to everyone with 

sign-ups in early January.  

It will really charge you up and change your life! 
 

ñO, Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His mercy endures forever.ò 

Psalm 118:29 

 

Your friend in Christ,        

Kathy Spenhoff 

Council President     
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       GEMS (Godôs Energized Motivated Seniors 55+) 
Did you notice the change of age from 60+ to 55+?   

 

We understand some of you are still working but if you can join us we would love to have you 

in our GEMS group.  We really do have a lot of fun times and if you have any ideas of things we could do as a 

group your ideas are more than welcome. 

 
The GEMS ñOut to Lunch Bunchò went to the  Elephant Bar Restaurant on the last Thursday of September and 

was attended by 17 Holy Cross GEMS.  We all enjoyed the food and fellowship as we gathered at our last outing 

of the year.   

 
We will have another luncheon in the Celebration Center on October 20, 2011.  So save the date October 20, 

2011.  The doors will open at 11:30 and lunch will be served at 12:00.  DiStasi will be catering our South Pacific 

luncheon.  You can eat your fill of Cashew Chicken, Beef Teriyaki, Fried Rice, Vegetables and an Asian Salad 

along with Dinner Rolls.  For dessert Donna Ballesteri is baking a Carrot Cake for our enjoyment.  The cost is 

$12.00 per person.  Someone from the GEMS committee will be calling you to see if you can attend.  We need to 

get a head count to let the caterer know how much food to prepare.  There will be door prizes and lots of fun for 

all. 

 
The ñOut to Lunch Bunchò will not be going out in November or De-

cember.  We will start again in January 2012.  Our monthly movie is 

the first Thursday of the month and we will continue to show movies 

and have a brown bag lunch in October on the 6th and in November 

on the 3rd and December on the 1st.  So bring your brown bag lunch and 

join us as we eat our lunch and enjoy popcorn and cookies as we 

watch the movie. 

 
This will be my last note from the GEMS to you as I will be moving 

to the Portland, OR area.  As some of you know my beloved Don went 

home to be with Jesus in June.  Our house was put on the market for 

sale and sold within a month.  Quite shocking as I didnôt think it would sell that fast and I had to make a life al-

tering decision. 

 
Have no fear the GEMS will continue to have the ñBrown Bag Lunchò and a movie the first Thursday of the 

month.  The Committee Meetings on the third Thursday of the month and the ñOut to Lunch Bunchò will start up 

again in January on the last Thursday of each month. Your new GEMS Co-leaders are Mary Ann Van Sicklen 

and Elli Anderson.   
 
I have enjoyed every minute of being a member of Holy Cross Lutheran Church for the past twelve years.  Holy Cross  

is a wonderful place to be part of a loving church family.  I loved my job as an office assistant for the past three and a 

half years, and being a part of the GEMS for about five years.  I will now have a new road to travel. 

 

Agape Love, 

 Donna 
 
For God so loved the world, that He gave His only Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
eternal life. John 3:16 

 

                                                                      

 

 

                               Treasurer's September Messenger Report 

  

  
Praise the Lord for the improved health of Jennifer Jenkins. I'm happy to 

say she has been able to resume her Holy Cross bookkeeping duties. Please 

keep her in your prayers. 

  
The church's first quarter financial results continue to be troubling. Some of 

the revenue shortfall can be attributed to the lower summer giving pattern we normally experience. September 

usually begins the time of the year that the general fund giving starts meeting plan. That has not happened this 

year. We will watch closely in October to see if this is an anomaly or the start of a new trend. This year's general 

fund income plan is based on what the general fund received last year. When the general fund income plan wasn't 

met in past years it was attributed to declining attendance. We are now seeing a slight increase in attendance so 

we might have to look at increasing our stewardship awareness effort in the coming months. With this thought in 

mind you will be receiving you quarterly contribution statements. They have been delayed while we were catch-

ing  up on our bookkeeping input. The envelope will have a letter from our Stewardship Chairman along with 

your statement. Please pray for the financial well-being of our members, church and country while you review 

this material.  

  
While our church budget is tight we still need to continue the Lord's work at Holy Cross. There are many ways 

you can use your time, talent and treasures to further Holy Cross's missions and ministries. While your Pastor, 

Council Members and other leaders are always looking for people to lead efforts you don't have to be a leader. 

Leaders need people to lead. We will be doing Spiritual Gifts training shortly. I urge you to identify your gifts 

and find somewhere to put them to use. Just like we are all blessed with different amounts of time and talent, we 

are all blessed with a different amount of treasure. The church's missions and ministries at times need more 

money than the general fund can provide. The plan is to use special fund raisers for these needs. If you have the 

ability of extra measure giving you are who these fund raisers  are directed. These fund raisers are not needed be-

cause of poor planning. They are result of an infinite amount work that needs to be done for the glory of God and 

finite resources. 

  
While I'm on revenue enhancement, "Thrivent Choice Dollars" are still coming into the General fund. If you 

haven't elected the automatic forwarding option you will need to designate Holy Cross to receive 2011 dollars. A 

number of Thrivent members don't designate where they want their dollars to go. If you have family or friends 

that are Thrivent members and haven't directed their "Thrivent Choice Dollars" ask if they would direct them to 

Holy Cross. They don't have to be members of Holy Cross to do this. It's easy to direct these dollars. Call 1-800-

847-4836 and say "Thrivent Choice". this will lead you to a "live" representative who will guide you through the 

process. 

  

                

                       Average Monthly Need                             Monthly Response                       Attendance (all services) 

  

                           $39,373.75                                               $29,081.64                                         691 

  

  

George Lutz 

Treasurer 
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              Faith Legacy Series-- Blessing Ceremonies 
 

During the autumn of 2011 Holy Cross has led several age-oriented 

small groups of families with young children in a special ñFaith Leg-

acyò series.  The parents learned how to share their faith and pass on 

their faith legacy in a meaningful way  to their children.  We had ses-

sions for parents of children ages birth through ten years old.   Several 

families from our Holy Cross Childrenôs Center participated with our 

member families. At the conclusion of the three-part series, the parents 

presented their children  with personal  words of blessing and a bless-

ing gift  at a special Faith Legacy  blessing ceremony during Sunday 

worship , including the  blessings of the congregation in continuing to pass on  that legacy of faith  among our 

Holy Cross families and our community  
 
 
 
 

 

 
Are you fully using all of the gifts that God has given you in life?  Please set aside the above dates and plan to 

attend as you will be given the opportunity to discover and appreciate the abilities given to us by God called spiri-

tual gifts.  God has blessed us abundantly and asks that we seek ways to strengthen his kingdom through the use 

of these blessings.  In reading the parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-30 we learn that the blessings bestowed 

on us by God must in turn be reinvested in His service.  Sometimes it is difficult to know where to invest and also 

what to expect in return.  It is impossible to fully appreciate and make use of your spiritual gifts without first 

opening each gift and using it in service to the Lord.  Please join us on November 11 and 12.  If you have any 

questions, please contact Pastor Scott or Wanda Olson.  Thank you. 

 

 

Friday,  

November 11, 7-9 PM 

 

Saturday,  

November 12, 9 AM to 2 PM 

 

Holy Cross Lutheran Church 
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LANDSCAPE RENEWAL ADOPT-A-PLOT 
 
Our thanks to everyone who has volunteered to 'Adopt-a-Plot'. We still have a 

few plots left for adoption. 

The 'Adopters' are doing a great job keeping their areas clean and weed free. A 

few hours a month is all  

that is needed.  
All educational material and tools will be supplied along with hands on instruc-

tions. Hours are set by the 

volunteers and also qualify as a community service project for those who need 

the hours. If you, your 

 group or family are interested in participating, please contact us.  

Ann Jeffrey 378-8379 arbjeffrey@earthlink.net 
Jeanine Weisshahn  356-6976  jnlpokey@hotmail.com 

California-Nevada-Hawaii District 

Lutheran Church Missouri Synod 

 

 

 

Reformation Faith Offering 
 
You will find in our narthex and on the church of-

fice bulletin board some envelopes for you to use 

during the period of October through November 6th  

toward advancing the training of new pastors and 

teachers in our district, sharing the Gospel of Christ  

in our communities, revitalizing congregations, 

ministering to those in our post-churched genera-

tion. Please give as you can to further this vital mis-

sion of our church! We hope to have all donations 

sent in to the district by the end of week of Novem-

ber 6th. Thank you and God bless you in helping 

further the work of our Lord. You may place your 

Reformation Faith Offering envelopes in the offer-

ing plate or place them in the Business Administra-

torôs box in the office. 

 

Kathy Spenhoff, Congregation President 

Can You Help Mt. Cross? ï There is going to be an Interim Director at Mt. Cross.  The house he will be liv-

ing in is empty.  Thrivent Financial has given $1,250 for kitchen, bathroom and bedding supplies.  Other fur-

nishings such as a dresser, end tables, lamps, chairs and a table are needed. If you would like to learn more or 

mailto:arbjeffrey@earthlink.net
mailto:jnlpokey@hotmail.com
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Mission Committee  
Join this Amazing Ministry - Mission Committee Opportunities Meeting on Dec 3 

Mark your calendar and plan to join us when the Mission Committee meets on Saturday, Dec 3rd 9:30 

AM to plan and encourage participation in all our great mission opportunities.  We meet about once each quar-

ter.  Several Holy Cross people are active on this exciting committee, Wanda Olson, Sunny Andrews (Vice 

President responsible for this area of ministry at Holy Cross), Pastor Scott and Thao Perry, Art Larson, Linda 

Retterath, Amy Pederson, Marie Russell, Carol Weinrich, and Joan and Gene Eckert.  DCE Michael Mueller, 

Brian Young, and Eliysha Fehrenbach also try to attend as they are able to add their great inputs and ideas.  

Holy Cross is truly blessed for this on-going ministry spreading the Gospel in so many ways.  These meetings 

are full of the Lordôs Spirit.  Weôll be looking ahead to Mission projects for 2012, including the 10th annual 

Czech Republic Youth English Camp trip in July, the Joni & Friends Family Retreats in June and July, and 

planning for future  Respite Day events at Holy Cross.  Questions?  Call Joan or Gene Eckert, 997-3878, or 

Sunny Andrews, 356-4357. 
 

Continue praying for our Missionary Partners 
For Ted Engelbrecht and his family, our long-time mission partners in Southeast Asia, now that he and his family are settled in 

the Portland, Oregon area where he continues to be a special servant of the Lord for all educational mission efforts in Asia, as 

well as teaching part-time at Concordia Portland. 
For Pastor JP Cima and his family in Vietnam ï wonderful servants of our Lord carrying on the many help projects thriving and 

beginning in northern Vietnam.  April.  Pray for all their on-going efforts to share the love and grace of Christ in Vietnam 

through caring ministries.  You may go directly to the Cimaôs monthly newsletter at the following web site: cimafam.usa.list-

manage1.com/Square_Two/Newsletter_files 
For the Norton family, who have served in Guinea, West Africa.  Pray for strength and blessings on the people who have heard 

the Gospel through them in the midst of so much turmoil in that country.  They are in the USA for a time of additional train-

ing for witnessing in the Muslim world and for educational opportunities for their children.  Weôre trying to get a date set 

with them to visit Holy Cross. 

The Hoech and Wade families serving in Kyrgyzstan, Central Asia.  They communicate regularly how the Lord is leading indi-

viduals to them, providing opportunities to serve and       help and privately witness of Christôs love and care for the Dungan 

people in that part of Asia. 

 

 

Some Excepts From the Hoechôs Latest Newsletter 

Slapped by a Dirty Ghost 

A Dungan couple come to our house and asked for free acupuncture treatment.  The womanôs 

face looked lopsided.  I have no confidence to help since the lesson I had about needling the face was 

taught on a piece of paper.  Iôm so glad Peter is here.  He is a real Chinese doctor.  
As soon as Peter and I entered their two-room house, a moldy odor makes our noses tingle.  It 

takes a few seconds for my eyes to adjust to the dimness.  The first room is a wall-to-wall kong with 

a walkway which leads to the second room.  A small window yields some light.  The floor is pieced 

together by faded fabric and shabby carpets.  There is hardly any furniture.  Against the dusty walls 

are a table and two single beds with exposed wire springs underneath a torn, thin mattress.  For the 

family of five children, I wonder what their sleeping arrangement is.  This is where we see R. 
We are not quite sure what caused one half of Rôs face to become paralyzed so suddenly, but 

weôre pleased she makes great progress each time (we have ben able to treat her).  Even her children 

are excited by our visits.  On the 8th trip, I go alone without Peter.  Sitting next to R on a single bed, I 

hear what really happened to her.  

 



and looked.  The branches were shaking and swaying, but there was no breeze.  I 

saw nothing there.  Thatôs all.  So we walked away.  In front of the mosque, a lady 

surprisingly commented, óWhat happened to you?!ô  I didnôt know what happened.  I 

felt nothing different.  But when I got home to look in the mirror, I couldnôt recognize 

myself.  The right side of my face was swollen big and throbbing at night.  It was the 

weirdest thing.  All I did prior to this was take a look at that tree near the outhouse. ñ 

It was the weirdest thing.  All I did prior to this was take a look at that tree near the 

outhouse. ñ 
ñAn elderly Dungan said I was slapped by a dirty ghost.  She recommended I 

get acupuncture treatment.  So my brother and sister gave me some money to go to 

a hospital on the other side of town.  After one course of treatment, the swelling 

was gone, but I still couldnôt close one eye and tears constantly trickled down.  

One side felt numb and I had no muscle control.  My relatives urged me to con-

tinue treatment, but the private clinic charged me an arm and a leg.  Just as I de-

cided to give up wasting more money on doctors, my aunt in Kazakhstan told me 

about you (Ivy).  Later, we went to your street and asked some men if they know 

an acupuncturist.  They all pointed to your door.ò  
Wow! So this is how God brought her to us.  I realize what this familyôs real 

need is.  I tell R a true story, how Jesus cast out an army of evil spirits from a de-

mon possessed man.  She was amazed, ñHow powerful Jesus is!ò  I said, ñYes, He 

has authority over dirty ghosts.  Thatôs why in Jesusô name I pray with you each 

time.ò  And from now on, on every visit, Iôm going to tell R a story about Jesus. 

 

Join the Hoechôs to Give Thanks and Praises for: 
9 Bible college graduates from Hong Kong all got to share testimony, songs, and 

Bible story with all of their host families. 
One-year volunteer Caroline Steele arrived on Oct 4th.  She already started home 

schooling our children and teaching local students. 
Faithful workers and volunteers set up the grain bins which are ready to store this 

yearôs harvest. 

 

Join Them in Praying for: 
R and her family to ponder upon the stories about Jesus who has power to change 

lives. 
Light to shine and lives to be touched while Mike is combining soy and Kip is 

purchasing the harvest this month. 
A volunteer who can translate our newsletters into Chinese for 200 Chinese-

reading prayer partners. 

Shirley Miller, our Stateside assistant, as she recovers from a stroke. 
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GEMS (Godôs Energized Motivated Seniors 55+) 
Did you notice the change of age from 60+ to 55+?  

 All Seniors -  Please join God's Energized Motivated Seniors on Thursday Nov. 2 at 

11:30 A.m.  for a movie.  Bring a bag lunch.  Coffee, popcorn and a treat will be supplied. 
 November 3rd - 11:30 a.m.  ...  come to the Fireside Room for a movie and bring your lunch.  We will be 

watching The First Wives Club. "After years of helping their hubbies climb the ladder of success, each has been 

dumped for a newer,  curvier model." 
 We'll be enjoying coffee and popcorn as we watch this hilarious movie.  Join us ... we'll look forward to 

seeing you.   This is the only November GEMS 
activity as we'll all be celebrating Thanksgiving this month.  Ellie Anderson and I will look forward to planning 

each monthly event. 
 Be strong and courageous ... do not be discouraged for the Lord your God will be with you wherever you 

go.  Joshua 1.9 

                                                                                         God's Blessings  

                                                                   Mary Ann Van Sicklen and Ellie Anderson 

 

 

Men's Breakfast - The upcoming Men's Breakfast will take 

place on Saturday,  November 5 at 8.00 a.m:             

  

Our group is fun, informal and we have discussions on a wide 

range of subjects. Right up there with Christian  fellowship and 

Bible study, the cooking skills of Leon Robinson are a mainstay 

of our gathering. 
                                                               

We will start the Lutheran Men's Network series "The Bible on 

Trial: Beyond a Reasonable Doubt", on November 5, this study 

deals with - Biblical criticism, ancient historical voices, the illumination of archaeology, the testimony of first-

century followers of Jesus Christ -- all these come to bear on the examination of the reliability of the Scriptures in 

The Bible On Trial: Beyond A Reasonable Doubt  through the Lutheran Hours Ministries, Men's Network. Session 

One is titled, Answering the Bible's Critics. 
                                                                  

  What do you have for breakfast on Saturday mornings? 

                                                                  

Please invite a friend or neighbor to join us for this fun and informal group.  Contact Richard Lambie: Home 356-

0055 Office 551-2122 Cell 408.499.2693" 

 

 
The November meeting of the WOOLIES will be Sunday November 13, 

2:00 pm at the home of Elli Anderson 408-354-5825.  Please bring com-

pleted scarves for Next Door Solutions. 
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Holy Cross Childrenõs Center       

 

Mark 10:13, 14  Then they brought little children to him, that He might 

touch them; but the disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when 

Jesus saw it, He was greatly displeased and said to them, ñLet the little chil-

dren come to Me, and do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. 
 

August was a very busy month with children from the Summer Day Camp 

Program attending Holy Cross Bible School, as well as the many other 

planned activities and field trips. The 2011 Summer Day Camp Program was 

very well attended with full-time and drop-in children. Average daily atten-

dance was over 60 each day with total registered for the summer at 145. 

 

Registration and enrollment for the 2011/2012 school year and fall program 

is continuing. We currently have 24 of Jesus little lambs registered to attend 

our kindergarten program, and again there is a full enrollment of 90 children 

a day for the Center.  A waiting list is now available for those children need-

ing daycare within the Union School District (Alta Vista, Carlton, Noddin).  

We are also currently enrolling for Fall, 2012.  If you know of anyone with 

school age children grade K through 5, in need of before and after school child care, please share the information 

regarding HCLCC School Age Program (SAP).  Flyers are available on the board out front at the end of the side-

walk. 

 
 

Proverbs 22:6 Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.  

 
The Holy Cross Child Care Center has been providing a Christ-centered-childcare program before and after 

school for children in grades K-5 for over 20 years. Care is provided Monday through Friday from 6:30 am to 

6:00 pm.  

 

Children experience God's love in action through our teachers and staff who are dedicated to reinforcing the con-

cept of Jesus Christ as Lord, Savior and Friend. 

 

Psalm 127:3 Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord. 

November Neighborhood Outreach Walk  
Join us for an hour to walk around the neighborhood distributing Holy Cross 

flyers to our neighbors living around Holy Cross. We just leave the leaflets 

under the doormats, so itõs really easy to do.  Weõll invite our  neighbors to 

our Advent worship and  fellowship activities in the coming months. Letõs 

spread the good news of Godõs Light and salvation through His Son, Jesus! 

Meet in the church office on Saturday, November 12 th    at 10 AM   . (If 

you are helping with the church clean-up that day, you can do the neighbor-

hood walk for an hour  and still come back to help clean the church--a great 

way to burn those calories!) Contact Kathy Spenhoff (257-4851 or email at k_spenhoff@yahoo.com)  for 

info. 
 

Kathy Spenhoff, Community Outreach Committee  

mailto:k_spenhoff@yahoo.com


 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Outreach Ministry Endeavor  (C.O.M.E. ) 
 

 C.O.M.E. was started in the 1980's at First Immanuel Lutheran Church (LCMS) on Third Street in San 

Jose, serving the Lord by providing food and clothing to those in need in the downtown area.  C.O.M.E. works 

with Second Harvest Food Bank serving five zip codes:  95112, 95113, 95116, 95122, and 95133.  The C.O.M.E. 

facility is located in First Immanuel's parking lot at 121 E. San Salvador (corner of Third Street) San Jose 

95112.  They are open on Tuesday and Wednesday afternoons from 1 to 3:30 p.m. and Thursdays from 6 p.m. to 

8 p.m.  Clients can pick up groceries twice a month, but those showing dire need can come once a week.  Home-

less can come once a week. 
 Holy Cross has supported this ministry through donations of food, clothing, financial donations, and vol-

unteers.  At Christmas our members also pack food boxes for the weekly clients at C.O.M.E.  Here is how you 

can help: 
          *   Bring your gently-used clothing and bedding to the Celebration Center for 

 pickup.  Warm clothing is especially needed at this time.  Grocery bags are also 

 needed, and medium-sized baskets are needed to make family gift baskets for 

 Christmas.  Bring all items to the Celebration Center under the windows. 

  
           *  You can help pack Christmas food boxes for C.O.M.E. after either service on 

 Sunday, Dec. 4.  This is part of our NOW (No One Wants) program. 

  
          *   You can volunteer at First Immanuel on Thursday, Dec. 15, from 10 a.m. to 

 noon, and/or 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. to help with the C.O.M.E. Christmas program. 

  

           *  You can donate food or make a financial contribution to the C.O.M.E. program. 

  
            *You can volunteer at C.O.M.E. on one of the days they are open.  Currently, a volunteer is needed one 

 day a week for simple computer data entry when clients come in and to help with bagging of grocer-

 ies.  See Jean Caron (353-1037) or call the C.O.M.E. office at 286-8413 and ask for David if you would 

 like to volunteer! 

  
A letter is going out to the congregation in early November with numerous ways you can help with our NOW program 

(which also helps Friends Outside and Veterans). 
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Our long time church office assistant Donna Jones decided to join 

her family in Portland, Oregon, and moved late October.  Of course 

we will miss her lovely smile and assistance in the church of-

fice.  On Sunday, October 17, Kathy Spenhoff, on behalf of all 

Holy Cross members, presented Donna with a beautiful large 

wooden cross.  It had the word "Faithful" on the top, and Psalm 

136, verses 1 and 26, with the words "steadfast and faithful".  On 

the back of the cross was a quotation from Matt 25, verse 21.  Then 

(as Donna wiped away her  tears) we all sang the Doxology... we 

will all miss her.  Our love and blessings go with you, Donna.  
  

Mid October, we held a Faith Legacy blessing ceremony intro-

duced by Pastor Scott during the 10:45 Sunday service.  Led by adult parents whose young six and seven year 

olds included Haley Loos, Tai Maeca, Justin Perry and Sam Bollentino, the parents knelt next to their children 

and quietly blessed them for "serving our Lord and serving others".  Each youngster was handed a ceramic 

bowl containing a white cross, and then each one held up a large white cloth with blue paint, they'd put their 

handprints for all to see, with the words "how to serve the Lord".  Certainly a lovely event enjoyed by all, as 

shown by the smiling applause that followed. 

 
We have the nicest (cutest) newlyweds coming to Sunday service here at our blessed Holy Cross.  Married July 

7th, Shelley and Kent Peterson live in south San Jose.  They met at Lockheed-Martin,. They actually worked 

in two different states (Shelley in Colorado) for the company, and both being involved with and interested in 

satellites, it turned out to be a gift from our Lord that they met, married and are enjoying an angelic life to-

gether.  Their family includes two daughters in college. Welcome to the Petersons from us all.   
  

The GEMS luncheon on October 20 was a magnificent success (as usual).  The Celebration Center was filled 

with hungry Holy Cross guests, many arriving early in anticipation of food and fun.  After the catered food was 

laid out, everyone lined up and filled their plates with oriental style chicken, beef, rice, veggies and rolls ... and 

there was the huge, perfectly splendid cake frosted with flowers baked by Donna Balistreri to put a final enjoy-

ment to our tummies.  Guests were given a two piece ticket, one to keep and one to turn for when "prize" time 

came.  And when the many prizes were won individually by the surprised and pleased guests who held a win-

ning ticket, you can imagine what a fun and congenial time we all enjoyed.  One couple, John and Linda Muller 

each held a winning ticket and were so laughingly surprised they'd both won a prize.  The Mullers have been 

members of Holy Cross since 1982, and have a daughter Lindsay, and son John L, who's engaged to be married. 

  
Pastor Scott gave us an eloquent speech as he asked Donna Jones to rise, saying grace to us, and commenting 

that Donna's faith with God's love has connected to so many members here.  Lucille Binz, on behalf of the la-

dies of the GEMS organization, gave Donna a gift containing a beautiful music box, with her name and a mes-

sage on the lid, and also a bracelet, which, when Donna saw it, she immediately put it on "as it exactly matches 

what I'm wearing".  Donna also commented "I've been a member here for 12 years; time goes by so fast, and 

I've thoroughly enjoyed every minute of it".  Then we all joined in Come Lord Jesus, and everyone there agreed 

that it was a fantastic event honoring a splendid Lutheran lady whom we'll never forget. 

  

That's it for now folks, see you next month, 

Lois Beltz 

Aka Lurking Loisô letters 
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DEATHS:  The Lord's comfort and strength for: Jerome Retterath and family at the death of Aunt Erna; 

Robert Oldham at the loss of his wife of 70 yrs. 

 
ANNIVERSARY:   Congratulations to Rod and Judy Ulibarri who will celebrate their 50th wedding anniver-

sary on November 12th.  May the Lord bless you with more years of good health and happiness. 

 
THANK YOU: A heartfelt ñthank youò to Pastor Scott and Thao and my Holy Cross family for all your love, 

prayers and support during my recent illness.  Jennifer Jenkins 

 
If ever you have some special news regarding anyone in our church family, please let the secretary know in the 

church office, 356-3525. 

Linda Lutz  

Parish Administrator  

 

 Forget Me Not Prayer List  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Family and Friends Needing Prayer: 

(Requesting party is in parenthesis) 

Aunt Marty (Diana Finato) 

Bernice Wagner (Mike Hughes) 

Betty Conway (Tom Conway) 

Bob Lammers 

Brandon Philp (Joan Eckert) 

Carol Cobb (Pam Livingston) 

Carol Schwegler 

Chris Larson (Diane Bromstead) 

Dave Koch 

David (Sunny Andrews) 

Jana (Linda Lutz) 

Jessica Newton (Kristi Ramey) 

Jonathan (Finato Family) 

Kirsten Westrick 

Isabel Denny (Jean Caron) 

Lydia Griffith (Joan Eckert) 

Mario Codemo (Kelly Codemo) 

Orin Mead (Lisa Hughes) 

Shirley Schuchman (Diane Bromstead) 

Tom Conway 

Vince (Rich Mirto) 

Woehleke Family 

Xander Swenson (Pat Donovan) 

 
 

Those Serving Our Country: 

Aaron  

Lindze Bare 

Travis Bare 

Jeremy Binz 

Scott Brose  

Crystal Camp  

Luis Caraves   

Clayton & Michael Carroll 

Chloe Griffith 

Josh Hoffman 

Mark Hoffman 

Michael Horne 

Chris Hutton  

Adam Madewell 

Kyle Mattox 

Members who are Shut-ins: 

Louise Baresi   Ruth Brose  

Wayne & Emma Hopp, Sr. Bob Lammers 

Bill Meyer   Mary Martuscelli 

Ruby Pfeiffer   Jean Piehl 

Dorothy Scholz   Jim Schwartz 

Edna Sorensen   Bernita Stage   

Renie Young   Dicie Walters 

Carl Weers 
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December Birthdays 
 

  1  Robert Ferber 

 Melissa Zimmer 

   2  Jacob Glock 

 Karen Lowe 

   3 Matthew Olivieri 

   4  Deb Andreasson 

 Robert Hagele 

 Nancy Meyer 
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November Anniversaries 
 

    4 Don & Shannon Harris - 27 yrs. 

     8 William & Ellen Stout - 42 yrs 

     9 Kim & Sylvia McKelvey - 15yrs. 

   12  Rod & Judy Ulibarri - 50 yrs 

   13    Anthony & Sally Urso - 57 yrs. 

   14 Vince & Diana Finato - 24 yrs. 

   18 Michael & Janelle Dickinson - 5 yrs. 

   19 Bob & Linda Suda ï 6 yrs.  

   24 Ted & Joy Dillard ï 29 yrs. 

 

November Birthdays 
    

   1 Carson North  

   4 Sarah Cline 

 Greg Sancier 

   5 Julia Dillard 

   7 Robert Harris  

   9 Michael Choate-Ciletti 

 Ariana Harris 

 Alyssa Walker 

  11      Christopher Walters   

  12 Danielle Berry 

 Diana Thorpe 

  15 Ciree Loftus  

 Scott McGuire 

   17 Heather Rogers 

   19  Wanda Olson 

   20 Lois Letzring 

   22 Doris McCullough   

   23 Marcos Cisneros 

   24 Trudy Sheffield 

   25  Roxie Alexander 

    26 Jane Bolhorst 

  27  Doyle Moeller 

    28 Deborah Merrell 

 Dave Weinrich 

    29  Marshall Andrews 

 

                        

       

 

 


